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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17))- 



Description, Pages 
1-12 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-7 

Drawings, Sheets 

1>21-21>21 



as amended (together with any statement) under Art. 1 9 PCT 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 



The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 ' D 32? re P° r * has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70 2(cV y 



go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)) 
theet containii 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



report e f' aCement Sheat containin 9 such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 



V ' ?£f«™f d s )f tem . ent i* nder Artic,e ? 5(2) wlth re 9 ard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement oppucaomiy, 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: WO-A-9966598 
D2: DE-A-1 9700600 
D3: US-A-5667402 
D4: EP-A-0966066 



2. 



The subject-matter of claim 1 is new and involves an inventive step in the sense of 
Articles 33(2)(3) PCT. 

a. Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf. fig. 6,7) an IDT connector. 

b. The subject-matter of claim 1 differs this IDT connector in that the "...cover 
housing has wire normal fixing means for fixing said wires in a normal location 
within said guide holes with respect to a connection direction of said wires..." 

c. The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
fix the wires in said guide holes prior to the main fixing by the wire holder. 

d. The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application can be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reason. 
Normal position fixing means are known in the prior art ( See D2 and D3) but 
these known means are can not be combined with the IDT Connector known from 
D1 without further modification being necessary. 

3. The claims 2-6 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements 
Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

4. Claim 7 relates to a wire connection method which is new and involves an 
inventive step for the reasons as given above. 
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5. The invention as claimed in claims 1 -7 is industrially applicable (Article 33(4) 
PCT). ' 
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1 . An IDT connector (1), comprising: 

a base housing (3) having a plural of insulation displacement terminal (13) to 
which a plurality of wires (21) applied with outer insulation is press-fitted; 

a cover housing (5) which is mounted to the base housing (3), the cover housing 
(5) having a plural of guide holes (29) into which the electric wires (2 1) are inserted; 

a wire holder (31) for retaining the wires (21) to be inserted into the guide holes 
(29), wherein said cover housing (5) has wire normal-position fixing means (30) for 
fixing said wires (21) in a normal location within said guide holes (29) with respect to a 
connection direction of said wires (21); characterized in that: 

connection of said wires (21) to said connector (1) is performed by displacing 
said wires (21), which are fixed in their noimal location within said guide holes(29) by 
said wire normal-position fixing means (30), into IDT contact edges (17a) of the 
insulation displacement terminals (13) while retaining said wires (21) in the wire holder 
(31). 

2. An IDT connector according to claim 1, wherein the said wire normal-position fixing 
means (30) includes a tapered hore (30) disposed on inner surfaces of said guide holes 
(29), diameters of which gradually decrease relative to diameter of said wires (21). 

3. An IDT connector according to claim 1, wherein when mounting said wires (21) in a 
state where said wire holder (3 1) is being attached on said cover housing (5), said wire 
holder (31) is capable of being displaced to a position where said wire holder (31) does 
not interfere with said wires (21) to be inserted in said guide holes (29). 

An IDT connector according to claim 3, wherein said wire holder (3 1) is guided by 
displacement guiding portions (32,38) so that said wires (21) held thereby are displaced 
in a parallel fashion. 

An IDT connector according to claim 1, wherein a protective guide plate (62) for 
protecting the electric wires (2 1) is provided in an area where the wire holder (31) that is 
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descended crosses the guide holes (29), and the electric wires (21) are covered with the 
protective guide plate (62). 

An IDT connector according to claim 1, wherein a plurality of said insulation 
displacement terminals (13) are provided in said base housing (3) such that adjacent 
terminals (1 3) are staggered relative to each other in a zigzag pattern with respect to a 
connection direction of said wires (21). 

A wire connection method for an IDT connector (1) in which wires (21) applied with 
outer insulation are connected to the connector (1), the method comprising: 

a first step of inserting the wires (21) into guide holes (29) inside a cover housing 
(5) and temporarily locking said wires (21) by wire normal-position fixing means (30); 

a second step of retaining said wires (21) by a wire holder (31) provided to the " 
cover housing (5); and, 

athirdstepofpressingtoewireholder(31)andcoverhousing(5) toward abase 
housing (3) by applying pressure thereon from the outside to bring said wires (21) into 
insulation displacement contact, thereby bringing inner conductors (21a) of said wires 
(21) and the insulation displacement terminal (13)into contact with each other. 
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